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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF OUR RURAL 
POPULATION

Our Rural Population is 
Older.
Less formally educated.
Reflective of greater ethnic diversity.
Less wealthy.
Of a less favorable general health status.

Has greater transportation concerns.
Has less health insurance.
Has higher unemployment.



Primary Care Physicians Actively Practicing
in Alabama’s Rural and Urban Counties by Age, 2015
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Total = 3,109
Rural = 774
Urban = 2,335
Age Not Given = 1
Average Age = 51.5 years
Median Age = 52

SOURCE:  Alabama Medical Licensure Commission’s 2015 Licensed Physician Data Base.
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PART OF THE SOLUTION: 
TELEHEALTH / TELEMEDICINE

Increases access to health care

Improves health outcomes

Reduces health care and other costs

Assists in addressing shortages of healthcare 
providers

Supports clinical education programs

Better utilization of mid‐level practitioners and nurses


